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LEADING ARTICLE

Need for self- examination?

Preben Jacobsen

The European political and economic
cooperation is for many reasons un-
der pressure — some would even say
crumbling.

Fortunately this is not the case for
the European cooperation in the Of-
fice International regarding allotment
gardens.

However, we have recently seen
members of the European “allotment
family” leave our organization — oth-
ers may also consider this option.
And at the same time many of us
have the feeling that there is a dwin-
dling enthusiasm among member
federations with regard both to initi-
atives such as the common website
and to exchange of knowledge and
experiences in general within the Of-
fice.

Moreover, and despite the efforts on
the part of the Office to promote Eu-
ropean cooperation, the majority of
the individual allotment gardeners in
our federations still do not know the
Office International or what it stands
for. And those who do, usually con-
sider it to be something without much
meaning or interest to them.

This situation should give rise to se-
rious consideration —first about the
causes of the situation and second
about how the negative trend could
be reversed.

Possible reasons for a dwindling

interest in the work of the Office

The members of the Office should
of course consider together these
questions in more depth but | think
we could already now identify a cou-
ple of reasons for the negative trend.

* Almost all initiatives and decisions
are “born” in the Executive Board,
the General Assembly most of
the time merely playing the role of
stamp of approval. What is cause
and what is effect of this situation
could be a subject of discussion.
There remains, however, that at
present the General Assembly is
not playing a role in accordance
with its status being the common
representative of all the member
federations. Consequently the
federations that are not represent-
ed in the Executive Board are not
inspired to engage wholeheartedly
in the activities of the Office.

* Only few activities of the Office are
directed towards individual garden
societies and their members. Thus
promotion of the Office is mainly
based on prizes awarded to a very
limited number of selected garden
societies and in accordance with —
some would argue — too narrowly
defined criteria. The consequence
of this lack of visibility of the Office
International being that the Office
to most allotment gardeners is
something they don’t know about
or don’t care about.

To this comes the general trend in so-
ciety which is moving towards more
comprehensive and complex rules
regulating allotment gardens with a
corresponding increase in pressure
on the administrative resources of
the member federations. Conse-
quently, international cooperation
as part of a priority is perhaps being
assigned less time and effort by the
federations.
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How could we then reverse the nega-
tive trend? Well, there is probably no
sole or simple answer to that ques-
tion. A multitude of factors influence
the functioning of the Office. Revers-
ing the negative trend therefore could
involve looking at both the formal
legal foundation of the Office and
at working- and communication rou-
tines as they have developed over
the years.

The role of the president

and the Executive Board

The Statutes of the Office Interna-
tional — in particular the rules con-
cerning appointment of the president
and the composition and role of the
Executive Board — should be analyz-
ed and if appropriate amended.

According to the Statutes the presi-
dency is rotating every 3 years. The
role of the president is in practice
predominantly of a formal and cere-
monial character. It could be consid-
ered whether the presidency ought to
rotate more frequently and be com-
bined with increased and substantial
responsibility assigned to the presi-
dent. It could also be considered to
replace the rotation principle by an
electoral system where the president
is appointed for e.g. 2 years on the
basis of a majority vote.

LEADING ARTICLE

Traditionally the Office’s activities
have been designed to involve all
member federations. However, noth-
ing prevents us from benefitting from
the Office as a mere framework for
cooperation between member feder-
ations sharing interest in specific top-
ics which are perhaps not of common
interest to all. If necessary, the Stat-
utes could be amended in order to
allow for, and even encourage, also
this kind of cooperation.

A framework for discussing

a possible reform

In 2017 the Office will turn 90 and
we plan to invite our colleagues to a
seminar in Copenhagen in the sum-
mer of 2017 where focus in particu-
lar should be on ways to improve
member federations” and individual
members” involvement in the work
and further development of the Office
International.

Should there be interest in holding
such a seminar, it could be consid-
ered also to invite federations that
have recently left the Office in order
to know and acknowledge their view
of the topics under discussion — and
perhaps persuade them to rejoin a
renewed and altered Office Interna-
tional.
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ACTIVITY REPORT

Activity report 2015

The executive board has the pleasure
to present the activity report for 2015.

1) Internal activities

Since the last statutory meeting the
executive board met on June 1st,
27th August, 27th and 28th Novem-
ber 2015 and is also going to meet
again on 4th March, 2016.

a) Efficiency of the Office activ-
ities and internal and external
presentation

Not only the congress subject 2014
“Focus on allotments” but also the
daily reality have convinced the ex-
ecutive board to highlight the subject
concerning the Office efficiency, even
more than in the past.

An important task consisted and will
continue to consist over the coming
months to get to know and to trans-
pose into practice the federations’
opinions on how to improve the func-
tioning of the Office and particularly
the cooperation of all the federations
and so their taking “possession” of
the Office.

Two new brochures concerning “Chil-
dren and nature” as well as “the pres-
entation of the collected innovative
projects” are in preparation. One can
expect that both brochures will be
ready for publication in the different
languages in 2016. The information
brochure of the Office has also to be
reedited.

For 2016 the Office has issued once
more an Office calendar. As the Of-
fice will celebrate its 90th anniversa-
ry in 2016, the calendar contains a
short overview of the development of
our international movement.

Much attention was given to our
homepage, which could be updated

in regular intervals. The aim of these
updates is to regularly present the
activities of the allotment gardeners
throughout Europe. The updating
should, however, be even more op-
timised with regular information from
the federations in order to be an en-
richment for all and to give a positive
and dynamic image of our movement
towards third parties.

The discussion forum does not yet
work. There is, however, the readi-
ness to change this fact. It would be
positive if this internet forum could be
a means for discussions, between
the national gardening advisers.

Together with the firm MAYER-
HOFER in Austria, the Hyphen could
again be issued this year with two
well designed editions. Putting the
Hyphen online, as well as a large dis-
tribution of our magazine published
twice a year is important to sensitize
the allotment gardeners for the Eu-
ropean dimension of our movement.
The articles of the Hyphen can of
course be used in national maga-
zines. Articles on allotment sites in
different countries will be sent, if re-
quested, to national federations to
be published in their national maga-
zines.

After 2014 the International Office
participated again in the action week
without pesticides 2015. This both
through a call to all our members and
the insertion of our study session
within this campaign.

In addition, the Office ordered plant
cards, issued for the Luxembourgish
campaign with the Office logo and
specific information.

The general assembly has decided
that the Office will become member

of the campaign in Luxembourg from
2016 onwards. This participation
is useful for all our members and
underlines at the same time the ef-
forts the allotment gardeners do for
a nature friendly gardening towards
society. This demand was accepted
by the Luxembourgish authorities in
November.

The executive board decided to cele-
brate the Office’s 90th anniversary at
the occasion of the international con-
gress in Vienna. A brochure should
be published to celebrate this birth-
day.

b) Representation of the Office

at the occasion of national
ceremonies

This year the Office was again rep-
resented at different national events,
for example, at the occasion of the
European Day of the Garden in Ger-
many by W. WOHATSCHEK and at
the occasion of the congresses in
Denmark, Luxembourg and Switzer-
land by M. WEIRICH.

c) Diplomas

This year there were eleven de-
mands to get diplomas for ecological
gardening, social activities respec-
tively innovative projects.

These diplomas were granted at the
occasion of the European Day of the
Garden celebrated in Luxembourg
and they were remitted by the Lux-
embourgish minister for agriculture
F. ETGEN and the Office Vice-Pres-
ident H. BONNAVAUD. Because
these diplomas have both an internal
and external effect, a summary of
these projects has been published
on the internet and will be presented
in detail in the Hyphen.
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Have been honoured for their
efforts in the area of an ecological
gardening:

the association ,Merl-Belair” (L)

the association ,Am Waldessaum II*
Rostock (D)

the association ,ATV Zonneweelde*
Den Haag (NL)

the association ,Vlijpark*

Dordrecht (NL)

the association ,Sint Amandsberg*“
Gent (B)

Have been honoured for their efforts
in the area of innovative projects:
the association ,Studhang*“

Zwickau (D)

the association ,Wihimause 2000”
Hamburg (D)

Have been honoured for their efforts
in the area of social activities:

the association ,Licht-Luft”
Kaiserslautern (D)

the association ,UImenweg*
Merseburg D)

Has been honoured for its efforts in
the area of ecological gardening and
innovative projects:

the allotment association ,Jardins et
Vergers“ de Marsannay-la-Céte (F)

The diploma for ecological garden-
ing was given to the allotment as-
sociation « Im Albgriin » (D) at the
occasion of the German Day of the
Garden.

d) European Day of the Garden
The European Day of the Garden
was celebrated following the interna-
tional study session in Luxembourg.

At the occasion of this day the del-
egates visited the impressive school
garden in Tetingen as well as the al-
lotment site “Cité Alfred Thinnes” in
Luxembourg-Merl which is the first
pesticide free site in Luxembourg.

A commemorative plaque was un-
veiled on both sites and a tree plant-
ed on the allotment site in Luxem-
bourg-Merl.

ACTIVITY REPORT

e) Support of federations/
associations

During the general assembly in Swit-
zerland M. WEIRICH promised to
help the allotment gardeners of Sankt
Gallen in their efforts to save the al-
lotments from being closed down
because the ground is planned to be
given to the University of Sankt Gal-
len, if the Swiss allotment federation
requires this help. The allotment gar-
deners from Geneva could receive
the name of people/federations that
could be contacted in order to help
them in their efforts to integrate com-
munity gardens in their movement.

Since 2000 the Office and the na-
tional federations have supported the
Polish allotment gardeners in their
fight to save the allotment movement
in Poland. In 2014 we were informed
that apparently the Polish allotment
gardeners were successful to save
their gardens and the federation. It is
so the more astonishing and incom-
prehensible that in May the federa-
tion informed the Office of its disaffili-
ation with immediate effect.

President E. KONDRACKI omitted
to take part in the general assembly
in March and to inform the Office of
possible problems. If there really had
been problems in the cooperation be-
tween the Office and the federation,
we would certainly have tried to find
solutions. Additionally, if the federa-
tion had ended its affiliation by end of
the year as it should have been done
according to the statutes, this would
have given us time to find solutions
acceptable for all the parties.

The presented arguments are ex-
tremely astonishing because on one
hand they do not correspond to the
reality and on the other hand, solu-
tions could certainly have been found
for other problems. It is always prob-
lematic if federations omit to inform
on internal problems because thus
there is no possibility to find solutions
before it is too late.

Unfortunately, some weeks later the
Slovakian federation also ended its
membership. One has to underline
that the Slovakian federation barely
took part in meetings or activities of
the Office. Up to the end of 2014 it
was only a passive member, which
has certainly to be regretted. In this
case the federation also omitted to
inform the International Office on
problems or wishes. By the end of
2014, one could, however, acknowl-
edge a starting cooperation and,
therefore, the disaffiliation at this pre-
cise moment is astonishing.

The Office, together with the German
and Austrian federations, have tried
to react to this situation and to organ-
ise a meeting with the three federa-
tions from Poland, Slovakia and the
Czech Republic as a continuation of
the discussions having taken place
last year between the German feder-
ation and the three above mentioned
federations. This proposed meeting
would have possibly given the op-
portunity to find out what were the
reasons/motivations of the current
situation.

Despite the fact that the Polish feder-
ation had told the Office that it wished
an external cooperation with the fed-
erations, it, however, informed that it
could not take part in such a meet-
ing because E. KONDRACKI had
important professional obligations in
his country and that such a meeting
had to be organised by them. The
Czech federation presented excuses
because the president could not take
part for family reasons and because
he could not find anybody in the ex-
ecutive board to represent him. The
Slovakian federation did not react at
all to this letter.

It has to be underlined that still in
November 2014 at the occasion of
the meeting in the Czech Republic,
the Polish federation warmly recom-
mended to the Czech federation to
join the Office.
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The situation is of course very regret-
table and an important setback. We
have, however, in the future to find
out the real reasons as well as how
we can organise a cooperation which
is wished for by all the parties.

f) Cost and scientific research
The Office took part in the two COST
meetings organised this year.

A. HOBBELINK, F. FLOHR, H. BON-
NAVAUD, W. HEIDEMANN and M.
WEIRICH were present in Nicosia.
H. BONNAVAUD presented the
French allotment movement where-
as J. POURIAS explained the phe-
nomenon of the community gardens
around Paris. One had to acknowl-
edge during these discussions that
there are well administrated commu-
nity gardens on one hand and badly
looking allotment gardens on the oth-
er hand. In the middle, however, you
find a steadily growing overlap where
you see that community gardens pur-
sue the same aims and make similar
projects as the allotment gardeners.

In many important cities community
gardens seem to be preferred by lo-
cal authorities compared to allotment
gardens, because they correspond to
the people’s wish to garden, but only
need small and temporary grounds in
opposition to allotment gardens that
need large and long lasting grounds.
In different locations the community
gardens include the population more
strongly in their activities than the al-
lotment gardeners. This is a subject
that we have to consider seriously
and the Office will as well in the fu-
ture deal with this subject.

The second COST meeting in which
A. HOBBELINK, H. BONNAVAUD
and M. WEIRICH participated took
place in Birmingham. In addition to
interesting lectures and visits the
participants worked above all on fact-
sheets to be issued. These factsheets
aim at presenting different subjects in
an easy and conclusive way to gar-
deners, planners or authorities.

ACTIVITY REPORT

The book with the findings of COST
approaches its completion. The Of-
fice could by its secretary general
write the leading article for this book.
The Office information brochure was
used to write the historical overview.

It is, however, a pity that the Office
delegates had no possibility to have
an insight in the data personally col-
lected by the scientists and to take
position on the limited examples that
will be included in the book.

Despite this fact the participation in
COST has to be considered as ex-
tremely positive.

The scientists, who had only few
information about our movement or
knew only clichés could get informa-
tion about our movement, its projects
and its real contributions to society
and nature. Not only the information
given by the Office representatives,
but also the visits of sites contributed
to this change of attitude.

During the COST meeting in Birming-
ham M. WEIRICH was approached
by a scientist from Brighton Univer-
sity (GB) in order to write a letter of
support for a new scientific research
“Valuing Nature”. Unfortunately, the
project had to be postponed due to
the illness of one of the leading re-
searchers.

The fact that the Office was ap-
proached is positive news because
such initiatives contribute to increase
the significance of our movement
and the level of people’s awareness
of the Office.

We must realize that we have to take
part more often in such studies. Our
claim concerning the value of the
allotments has to be supported sci-
entifically in order for us to get more
influence among the authorities, the
planners, the population etc.

2) International study session
This year the study session took

place in Luxembourg from 28th un-
til 30th August. The subject was:
“Gardening advice considering sus-
tainability and a responsible use of
resources”. The lecture by W. HEI-
DEMANN presented the current sit-
uation of gardening advice in Germa-
ny and was the starting point for the
discussions of what gardening ad-
vice should be like in the future. In his
lecture F. KRAUS from Luxembourg
explained the subjects that have to
be dealt with, underlined the future
challenges and gave some hints in
this direction.

The good discussions in the work-
shops are the starting point for the
coming work at the occasion of the
international congress in Vienna.

The study session had its value in-
creased by the presence during the
opening session of F. ETGEN, Minis-
ter of Agriculture.

Great thanks go once more to the
Luxembourgish federation for the
good organisation of this study ses-

sion and its hospitality.

To be continued
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DIPLOMAS

The allotment association
“Licht-Luft” Kaiserslautern
(Germany) received the diploma
for social projects

The allotment site ,Licht-Luft* in Kai-
serslautern has an exceptionally long
history. The association has existed
for 115 years and is the oldest as-
sociation in Kaiserslautern. It is still
active today and has a very lively
community. One has to mention the
long existing restaurant next to the
site having the same name as the
association. It contributed to make
the association known far beyond its
borders and many people who are
not gardeners come to visit the site.
Incorporated in a nearby leisure time
area at the South-East border of the
town the members garden here in the
middle of a green area.

Due to the American military bases
people are used to living together
with other nations in Kaiserslautern.
However, nowhere there is such a
mixture as in “Licht-Luft” as twen-
ty-two nations are represented in
the association and nearly a quarter
of the plot holders have a migration

background, which part is much
higher than the average in Kaisers-
lautern. The living together is without
problems. The exchange of plants,
seeds, fruit and gardening tools uni-
fies people above all culture and lan-
guage barriers. Nobody remains a
stranger for a long time. At the latest
the celebrations organised to get ac-
quainted with each other, bring peo-
ple together and help to create many
friendships that can then develop
in the garden. Of course, there are
sometimes problems like everywhere
where many people come together.
However, one can say that this mul-
ticultural mini state is considered as
an absolute enrichment for all.

The association “Licht-Luft” also uni-
fies with great ease several genera-
tions. With programmes for children
during the holidays, a green class
room and a partnership with a nurs-
ery, the association invests many
efforts in order to sensitise already

the smallest for the work on a gar-
den plot. As children generally love
gardening, plots, that have become
vacant, are given with preference to
families with children. The harvest in
Kaiserslautern is extremely abundant
due to the mild climate and not only
busy gardeners take advantage of
it. Because at the harvest time fruit
and vegetables are more profuse as
what one can eat, one has created a
place to collect the excess of fruit and
vegetables. The gardeners can bring
the fruit they have in excess and the
produces are then given to the food
bank for people in need. Besides
their social engagement the garden-
ers of course also care for nature and
environment protection in the associ-
ation “Licht-Luft”.

You do not notice the high age of this
very old association and many other
interesting garden years will certainly
follow.
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DIPLOMAS

The allotment garden site

“Im Albgrun”, Karlsruhe
received the diploma
for an ecological gardening

Gardeners from Northern Germany
can become really jealous in Karlsru-
he. As the mild climate in the South
West of Germany allows not only to
grow wine, but also many different
types of fruit like kiwis, peaches or
figs, that are only successful with a
lot of luck in the rough climate, while
they grow here without problems. So,
according to the view of an allotment
gardener from Northern Germany,
everything is also growing exotically
on the allotment site “Im Albgrun”.
Wine and kiwi grow around the sheds,
which with a surface of 16 square
metres are voluntary kept small. Al-
lotment gardeners like chatting with
their neighbours, but they don’'t do
so over a garden fence. Hedges
and fences which are considered by
many people as an expression of the
narrow mindedness of the allotment
gardeners don’t exist here. Instead
you find a large and idyllic allotment
site, visible at a glance.

There are no empty plots which
cause problems on this site, because

Karlsruhe is a growing town with a
prospering economy. The dream of
full employment is a reality here. This
means, however, that every spot of
ground is a very desirable product:
Industry, commerce, building socie-
ties, nature protection organisations
and other stakeholders fight to get
the scarce grounds. It is the more
important in such a situation that the
allotment gardeners of the “Im Alb-
grun” site have good contacts with all
political parties, represented at the
communal council. And they are suc-
cessful: the planning authorities in
the growing town expressly take new
locations for allotment gardens into
consideration. So in Karlsruhe one
really appreciates the value of these
green oases.

Moreover, the allotment gardeners of
the association “Im Albgrin” under-
take many activities, the effects of
which reach far beyond the borders
of the site. Situated in the residential
area of the Western part of the city,

the neighbours like using the site for
their recreation. Especially people
living in the nearby elderly people’s
home appreciate this green oasis.
However, the allotment gardeners do
not only have good contacts with the
elderly, they also invest many efforts
in working with young people.

The climate of Karlsruhe makes many
things easy for the allotment garden-
ers, but despite this not everything
might be successful right from the
start. In the association “Im Albgrin”
new inexperienced gardeners don’t
have to worry at all. The gardening
advice service of the association is
exceptionally well developed so that
there is a partner ready to help if any
gardening question arises. So, in the
association “Im Albgrin”, people are
gardening together in a relaxed way
and not side by side, which shows
in a clear way that gardening simply
makes people happy.
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The allotment associ
"WUhImaduse 2000”

DIPLOMAS

ation
Hamburg

(Germany) received the diploma
for innovative projects

Hamburg is a growing town. The
senate aims at creating the “modern
Hamburg”: Prosperity and quality of
life for everyone, a chance for every-
body to organise and constitute his
life by himself. This concept should
in fact include above all the mainte-
nance of allotment sites, because it is
proven that green areas improve the
quality of life as well as the climate
in urban areas. Unfortunately, we no-
tice the contrary: again and again al-
lotment garden sites are considered
as potential building grounds and so
the tenants have again and again to
worry if their sites will continue to ex-
ist.

The “Wihimause 2000” have no rea-
son to worry up to now. Their site in
the quarter “Bergedorf” is located in
the new residential area “Neu-Aller-
mohle Ost” that was created just two
decades ago. The competition to get
the valuable urban grounds is less
high than in the city centre. The di-

rect neighbours are again and again
included in the work of the associa-
tion: people that are not members of
the association can rent the associa-
tive home to organise meetings and
if during their visit at the occasion of
the summer celebration they feel that
they like gardening, they can immedi-
ately enrol on the waiting list. If a per-
son goes for a walk through the site,
he gets the impression of the colour-
ful and much diversified gardens. He
is not obliged only to watch this scen-
ery, but he can also taste: the visitors
can freely pick the fruit from the trees
especially planted on the communal
areas, which are open to the public.

In the federal competition the allot-
ment gardeners of the association
“Wihlmause 2000” have mainly im-
pressed by their ecological efforts.
The highlight is their exemplary use
of water. Around this site you find wa-
tering ditches which create a unique
reservoir for wild plants and animals.

There are steps in the ditches which
allow the allotment gardeners to take
water for watering. The person who,
however, needs drinking water gets
this from a common pipe with a pres-
sure valve — a unique way to get wa-
ter on an allotment site in Hamburg.

Moreover, in “Bergedorf’ everything
possible is done for the useful bees:
There is an especially laid out mead-
ow for bees offering a lot of food. In-
formation in the information box tells
the allotment gardeners which plants
are especially bee friendly. Around
the site the insects can also feel at
ease. By an extensive cultivation,
among others with hedges of black-
berries, you find many wild plants
offering food all year around. Finally,
the voles, which are not appreciated
by many gardeners, are honoured
here: in accordance with the name of
the association two species of voles
have been nominated as official mas-
cot of the association.
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ACTUALITY THEME

Services offered to their
members by the National
Allotment Sooe’ry in Great-Britain

The voice of the

Allotments movement

Become a member of The National
Allotment Society

Membership of the National Society
comes with a raft of benefits from
discounts on horticultural products
through to initial legal advice and
horticultural expertise. To become a
members visit www.nsalg.org.uk or
call 01536266576

The National Allotment Society (NAS)
is the national representative body
for the allotment movement in the
U.K. As a membership organisation
it is our job to represent the views

of our members on a national level
and raise awareness of the social,
cultural and heritage benefits of the
allotment movement. We work with
government at national and local lev-
els, the media, NGOs, environmental
charities and landlords to provide,

promote and preserve allotments for
future generations to enjoy.

What we do:

Regional network: We have a region-
al network of Representatives and
Mentors who can give advice and
support to associations, councils and
plot-holders.

Legal advice: We fight for the rights
of allotment holders and advise in
regards to tenancy agreements, land
disputes, rent rises and misunder-
standings.

Allotment disposal: Councils who are
considering selling allotment land are
obliged to seek the opinion of the Na-
tional Allotment Society; this enables
us to ensure that statutory allotment
sites are not disposed of unfairly and
that Local Authorities uphold their
duty to provide allotment land.

Support for councils: We facilitate
regional Allotment Officers Forums,
giving local authority Allotment Of-
ficers the opportunity to network and
share good practice. On a national
level we serve the allotment move-
ment by encouraging councils to pro-
vide sufficient provision of allotments
and statutory allotment sites are not
sold off or developed without consul-
tation.

National Allotments Week: Each
year, along with broadcasting a seri-
ous message about the need to pro-
tect our precious remaining allotment
sites, we encourage allotment sites
to open their gates during the second
week of August and celebrate the en-
during nature of the allotment move-
ment with their communities.
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ACTUALITY THEME

Benefits of membership
We have a variety of membership
types: individual, associations and

societies, life, local authorities,
landowners and schools, check our
lively and informative website and
magazine for details of membership
categories, discount offers, growing
advice, downloadable resources and
regular updates.

www.nsalg.org.uk

Regional network: Most areas have
a regional panel, which meets on a
regular basis to help and support the
members in the region, joining the
Society gives you automatic mem-
bership of this group; where you can
also work with others to promote
allotment gardening at shows and
events.

Quarterly magazine: The Allotment
and Leisure Gardener magazine is a
free quarterly publication full of gar-
dening advice, horticultural news and
information from around the regions.
Members’ articles and letters are
welcomed for publication.

Legal advice and guidance: Whether
you need help with a tenancy agree-

ment, land dispute or ideas on how
to form and run an association, we
can help you. We have an in-house
lawyer and a team of regional repre-
sentatives and mentors, all available
to support you and your association.

“The Society’s legal advisor was inval-
uable in offering professional advice
and help which has now enabled us

to take control of 7 out of 8 allotment
sites in Blackpool, and so move to a

self-management federation’.
Andy Percival, Blackpool Federation
of Allotment Associations

Insurance: Bespoke allotment in-
surance cover is available through
Shield Total Insurance, offering our
members a 15% discount on all poli-
cies taken out. Whether your associ-
ation needs public liability insurance,
cover for your trading hut or a poli-
cy which covers for theft of money
going missing, Shield can help you.
Members are also welcome to take
advantage of Shield’s full range of
services at preferential rates — these
include caravan, home, car and tent
insurance.

Call 01277 243054 or visit
www.shieldtotalinsurance.co.uk/al-
lotment-insurance

Seeds scheme: Kings Seeds is
one of the UK’s largest commercial
seeds companies and every packet
sold comes with a no-quibble guar-
antee. Seeds cost on average 40%
less than when bought on the high
street and associations receive fur-
ther discounts totalling 22.5% on bulk
orders; along with a £5 voucher for
their first ever order. Kings also pro-
vide potatoes, onion sets, soft fruit
plants and all your garden sundries
at reduced prices.

Horticultural advisor: the National
Allotment Society offers members
individual help and advice on all
gardening issues provided by our
horticultural expert, as well as regu-
lar gardening tips and articles on the
website and in the magazine.
www.nsalg.org.uk
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Support services

Regional Representatives: are mem-

bers of the management committee

of NSALG but also have other addi-

tional responsibilities towards the re-

gion as follows:

* To represent the Society in the
Region

* To provide advice and information
on a local basis

* To assist where necessary in the
Section 8 Applications process

* To act as a liaison between the
regional bodies and the Society’s
Management

¢ To actively promote and encour-
age membership of the Society

Allotment Mentors: The NAS is de-

veloping a team of volunteer experts

throughout the UK who give help and

support to anyone managing or cre-

ating allotments. The service is free

and the Mentors will work with any-

one in the allotment community, so

please do not hesitate to get in touch

with your Regional Mentor.

The Regional Representatives and

the Mentors can provide help with:

* where to go for funding

* how to set up an association

® becoming self-managed

e disability access

e different ways to promote your
plots

* working with community groups

¢ what to do about security concerns

® setting up an allotment project.

Regional contact details

Our origins date from 1901, as a
members’ co-operative, and today
we operate as an Industrial and
Provident Society, whereby we are
owned, managed and funded by our
members.

In 2011, His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales kindly agreed to be-
come the Patron of the Society.
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ACTUALITY THEME

The food production
role of associative gardens
in urban areas i p

Jeanne Pourias

For over a decade, associative gar-
dens™ in urban areas have been
growing in popularity in industrialised
countries’ towns and cities. Although
gardens have always had media cov-
erage, it is not just gardening advice
or photos of the most beautiful orna-
mental gardens that you find in the
press since the turn of the millenni-
um: these days it is vegetable gar-
dens that attract attention, installed
as part of a local residents’ or coun-
cil’s initiative in public or semi-public
spaces, challenging the residents’
capacity to invest time in abandoned
urban spaces. Allotment, shared,
community, collective and micro gar-
dens, on the ground or on rooftops ...
in New York, Paris or Montreal, you

can no longer keep track of the num-
ber of articles about these urban
vegetable gardens, in the New York
Times or Le Monde, in every press ti-
tle imaginable, from decorating mag-
azines to specialist publications on
economy and finance.

On the ground, this trend is reflected
particularly by the different types of
gardens. In Europe, the traditional
model of gardens, descending from
the workers’ gardens, are being re-
formed, driven by the federations of
associations: the plots are shrink-
ing, new gardens are being opened
at the bottom of blocks of flats, and
not just in the suburbs like their
predecessors. New models are ap-

1) The French research programme Jassur (Jardins Associatifs Urbains), financed by ANR Villes et Batiments
durables defines “associative gardens” as a group of vegetable gardens presented and managed collectively by
a community of gardeners, most commonly for self-consumption, located away from the members’ homes.

pearing, experimenting with ways
of collective organisation, proposing
cultural events and gardening advice
targeted at the urban public, who are
less and less qualified in gardening.
More and more councils are putting
in place programmes designed to
meet the needs of allotments, which
are flourishing.

The trend that these gardens is evok-
ing a number of questions about both
research and operations. Associated
vegetable gardens are a new feature
in town planning, and the councils
must answer the question of their
sustainability, especially in dense cit-
ies where land prices are extremely
high: must gardens be seen as tem-
porary usage of derelict land in cit-
ies? Or, at the other end of the scale,
must they be permanent? If so, for
which purposes?
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It is precisely the roles of these ur-
ban gardens that | studied during my
thesis, primarily their food production
role, i.e. the quantitative and qualita-
tive dietary support that they poten-
tially offer to gardeners.

The food production role of gardens
can take different shapes. In the
United States, those interested in
nutrition and public health as well as
food education organisations care a
great deal about the nutritional bene-
fits that the gardens provide; studies
have shown that people involved in
community gardening activities con-
sume more fruit and vegetables than
those who aren’t. The First Lady, Mi-
chelle Obama, has even made com-
munity gardens the spearhead in the
fight against obesity by setting up a
vegetable garden in the White House
in 2009.

From a more historic view, gardens
have often played an important role
in providing food for citizens in times
of economic or political crises, like
during the two world wars in Eu-
rope, or even in Russia during the
transition from Soviet rule to market
economy. Nowadays in Europe, the
current economic climate strongly
questions the purpose of urban gar-

ACTUALITY THEME

dens. In France, an INSEE® study
showed that since 2007 (start of the
European economic crisis) the pro-
portion of a household budget used
for providing food has stopped de-
creasing, and it is becoming more
and more difficult for more modest
homes to meet the costs associated
with providing food.

In my thesis, it is particularly on this
individual level that | chose to study
the food production role of gardens.
Firstly |1 sought to understand gar-
deners’ motivations, and the impor-
tance in their eyes of the food pro-
duction role of their garden; then to
study in more detail the gardens’
produce: what is produced in urban
associative gardens? With what re-
turns? What is the destination of the
gardens’ produce?

All of these questions have been
studied in close association with the
gardeners: from 2011 to 2013 there
were 39 gardeners who were ques-
tioned in 12 gardens in Paris and
Montreal (4 shared gardens and 4 al-
lotment gardens in Paris, 4 communi-
ty gardens in Montreal, see Figure 1).
We received a very warm welcome
from the gardeners, to whom the suc-
cess of this study is largely owed!

Figure 1: Map of the gardens studied (left: gardens in Montreal; right: gardens in Paris)
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2) Institut francais de la statistique et des études économiques (French institute for statistic and economic studies)
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Figure 2: The harvest diary (left: a double page carefully filled in;

right: the cover of the diary)

Amongst the 39 gardeners studied,
26 people also agreed to weigh their
harvests during one or two grow-
ing seasons. This protracted work
involved keeping a harvest diary
throughout the season (Figure 2), in
which the gardener noted the name
of the produce harvested, the weight
and, on an optional basis, how the
garden produce was used (e.g. if
they were frozen or scanned).

We also followed these gardeners’
plots to observe the plants’ growth
and the harvests during the season.

Below is a brief summary of the re-
sults of this study.

The role of gardens

The gardeners we spoke to de-
scribed a number of motivations that
drive them to spend time in their gar-
den, showing again if still necessary
that a strong multi-purpose is in ur-
ban associative gardens. The ben-
eficial effects on psychological and
physical health, contact with nature,
socialising and making new friends
in the garden, getting away from ur-
ban life, the educational virtues, the
garden as a place for leisure ... All of
this was described by the gardeners
we spoke to. Of course, the purpos-
es attributed to the garden vary from
one gardener to another, depending
on the personality and expectations

of each one; however, we noted that
according to the type of garden, the
different purposes were mentioned
more or less frequently. So, in the
shared gardens of Paris, the social
purpose was the primary role men-
tioned by the gardeners, whilst in the
allotment and community gardens of
Montreal, it was the food production
role that came top. As such, the gar-
deners’ discussions partly reflect the
objectives attributed to the gardens
by the institutions and networks of
associations: Montreal’'s community
gardens and allotment gardens were
historically dedicated to food produc-
tion, and even though today these
gardens are equally called upon to
play an important recreational and
social role, the importance assigned
in the past to their role in food produc-
tion is carried forward in the gardens’
organisation (notably the size of the
allotments) and their regulations (in
the Montreal community garden reg-
ulations as in the French allotment
garden regulations you will find the
obligation to dedicate the majority of
the allotment to vegetable growing).
On the contrary, the majority of the
shared gardens in “intra-muros” Par-
is are affiliated to the “Main Verte”
programme of Paris, which prioritises
their social character and their role in
local life, relegating their nutritional
role to second place.

To be continued
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THE SOCIAL ENGAGEMENTS OF THE ALLOTMENTS GARDENERS

Finnland: Collaboration
between the Vallila allotment
garden and an association for
promoting gardening among
children and youth

The association "Lasten ja nuorten
puutarhayhdistys ry” promotes gar-
dening among children and youth
and they have a workshop activity
geared towards 16 to 29 year old
unemployed youths. The objective is
to support them in getting into work
life or education. The young people
are acquainted with gardening and

sustainable development principles.
Their self-esteem is boosted through
joint work in a garden with the sense
of community that it brings, as well
as through socially empowering work
and personal coaching. The young
people receive individual guidance
to education, work life and relevant
support services. In this way young

people in risk of marginalization can
be helped. The activity has been run-
ning since its start in 2011.

An entry requirement for the work-
shop is the interest of the young per-
son to take part in gardening work.
No advance experience or skills re-
lated to gardening are required; all
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THE SOCIAL ENGAGEMENTS OF THE ALLOTMENTS GARDENERS

the activities are guided. There are
three guides available to supervise
the work, together with visiting ex-
perts. A workshop work day is six
hours long, of which the working time
is five hours. The workshop under-
takes commissioned works around
the city in different yards and gar-
dens.

During the year there are two work-
shop periods, one starting in August
and one in March. Vacancies may be
requested at any time. The young
people receive a diploma for their
work in the workshop and support
in looking for further education and
work opportunities.

One of the gardens where workshop
work has taken place is the Vallila
allotment garden. The collaboration
spans the summers (May to Septem-
ber) of 2013 and 2014.

The work is undertaken in small
groups. The group in Vallila has con-
sisted of four people: a coach and
three young people. The work in the
allotment garden has consisted in
caring for the public joint areas of the
garden site. The work is mainly un-
dertaken using machinery owned by
“Lasten ja nuorten puutarhayhdistys
ry”. The allotment garden is billed for
materials and consumables needed.
“Lasten ja nuorten puutarhayhdistys
ry” have insured the workers. The
small group gets paid according to
their working hours. The allotment
garden is billed monthly for the work-
ing hours performed.
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INFORMATION FROM THE FEDERATIONS

Japan: The association for
Japan allotment garden,

an advice organization

for the establishment and
management of allotment
garden sites and the cultivation

method in allotments

1. The trend of the allotment
gardens in Japan

The first allotment garden in Japan
was established in Kyoto in 1924.
After that, it spread through to Osa-
ka and Tokyo. However, during the
intensification of World War Il, they
were closed one by one. The only
allotment garden, which remained in

1946, was the allotment garden,that
was first established in Kyoto. And it
was also closed down in 1949 and so
all the allotment gardens were lost in
Japan.

Moreover, the Farmland Law was
enacted in 1952. This law stipulated
that only farmers could on principle

own farmland. This law also stipu-
lated that dealing with and renting of
farmland was also limited to farmers.

In 1960 and afterwards the economy
grew rapidly in Japan. Big cities like
Tokyo and Osaka, for example, ex-
panded further and the living environ-
ment in the cities got worse. Around
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1970, under such city environment
conditions, the farmers and citizens
in the urban areas collaborated and
began to establish allotment gar-
dens.

It was in 1973 that we organized the

INFORMATION FROM THE FEDERATIONS

Chigusadai Gardening Circle and es-
tablished the allotment garden.

Since the existence in Japan of the
Farmland Law we were not able to
create a system of allotment gardens
by lending and renting farmland.
Therefore, we created an entry obli-
gation as utilization method of an al-
lotment garden. A farmer establishes
and manages the allotment garden.
Citizens pay an annual entrance fee
and then use the allotment specified
by the owner. A gardener (allotment
user) yearly renews a use contract.

In 1975, the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) ac-
cepted that the entrance utilizing
method is proper for allotment gar-
dening. And so the allotment gardens
spread. Then, some city authorities
considered establishing an allotment
garden. In order for city authorities to
be able to establish an allotment gar-
den, they have to rent farmland from
a farmer. Therefore, the MAFF enact-
ed the ,special exemption law to the
Agricultural Land Law®, which author-
izes the renting of grounds for an al-
lotment garden lot in 1989.Moreover,
the following year MAFF enacted a

law promoting the establishment of
the allotment gardens.

2. The present condition of the
allotment gardens in Japan

Now, there are various types of allot-
ment gardens in Japan. The number
of allotment gardens surveyed by the
MAFF amounts to 4,113 sites.

However, this figure does only take
into consideration the sites, which
were established and based accord-
ing to the legal procedure. This num-
ber does not include allotments that
have been created before the new
law and still continue today.

In addition, the allotment garden es-
tablished following the legal stipula-
tion are distinguished according to
their period of rent i.e. five years or
less on principle.

In these allotment gardens, there
is no possibility to perform a proper
preparation of the soil or to have a
crop rotation because the period of
rent is not sufficiently long. Moreover,
the gardeners cannot constitute their
own organization. For this reason,
allotments with a bad management
increase on these allotment sites.

On another side you see that the
allotment gardens, which continue
from before the passing of the law,
there is a good management, be-
cause the gardeners use the same
plot for a long time. At some allot-
ment garden sites, gardeners organ-
ize themselves and are performing a
horticulture activity.

In Japan, since there is high-temper-
ature and much humidity, the growth
of a plant is very early. For this rea-
son, the work of weeding out is very
tight and it becomes difficult for us to
use a large allotment.

Moreover, the land price of the city
area in Japan is very high, for exam-
ple, the average land price in Tokyo
Gina amounts to 14,042,000 yen/per
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m? (112,336 €/per m?). Therefore the
entrance fee (or rental fee) for an al-
lotment is very high. Following from
this, we consider in Japan that 30 m?
is a suitable size for an allotment plot.

In addition, the fee for an allotment is
currently varying very much. For ex-
ample, an annual fee changes from
3,900 yen/m? (31.13€/m?) till 200
yen/m? (1.6 €/m2)

On an allotment managed by a farm-
er, a city office or an NPO organi-
sation, an allotment plot measures
at least 15-30m?. And the annual
charges per plot is 6,000 yen (48
€)/30m? — up to 15,000 yen (120 €)/
per 30m2.

The allotment garden run by the cor-
porate management called “my farm”,
which have been increasing in num-
ber recently, are collecting the charge
of 67,500 yen (540 €)/per 30m? — un-
til 117,000 yen (936 €)/per 30 m?)

Although it is a very rare example,
one has to mention the allotment gar-
den situated in the good residential
district of the central part of Tokyo.
The annual charge for an allotment of
1m?is 113,400 yen (907 €)/per plot.
If this is converted into a plot of 30 m?,
the charge will amount to 3,402,000
yen (2,722 €).

In Tokyo you find an ,agricultural ex-
perience farm“ established by a farm-
er who received instruction of the
Agriculture Committee. In this case,
a farmer grows vegetables, and the
citizens follow the farmer's direc-
tions, experience so to sow, plant,
cultivation management and harvest.
Citizens cannot cultivate the farm-
land. The agricultural experience
farm charges in this case an annual
conversion of 40,000 yen (320 €)/per
30m? up to 45,000 yen (360 €)/per
30m?2.

Moreover, the usage of an allotment
garden various as well very much.
Cultivation of fresh vegetables for a

INFORMATION FROM THE FEDERATIONS

healthy lifestyle, leading of various
philanthropy activities, education-
al projects for school children and
adults, teaching to enjoy a rich life
fashion, aiming to obtain high profit
by allotment garden management
etc...

Currently in Japan, social manage-
ment which gives top priority to the
market economy called ,Abenom-
ics“ is performed, and the allotment
gardens run by a corporate manage-
ment are increasing in number.

The allotment gardens run by
non-profit organizations tend a little
to stagnate.

3. The aims of the allotment

gardens, which Association

for Japan Allotment

Garden stimulates.

We promote following ideas for the

allotment garden, which we consider

as good:

1) Persons entitled to establish an
allotment: farmers, an organiza-
tion of farmers, an organization
related to agriculture, city (town,
village) authorities or an NPO
organization. Even, if a person
establishing allotment gardens
is an incorporated company etc.,
we consider that their establish-
ment is good if they do not make
high profits while managing the
allotment gardens.

2) We think that the management
of an allotment garden is good

if it has one or the other of the

following items:

a) The allotment garden has a
user (gardeners’) organisation
and a good partnership exists
between the representative and
the allotment garden owner.

b) Although there is no user
organisation on site, an owner
can get and establish a users’
cooperation.

c) A user uses his allotment
satisfactorily and cooperates in
the management of the whole

allotment garden site.

d) There is a rule about manage-
ment and use of the allotment
garden.

e) A user alternates mutually and
helps each other if needed.

3) The following usages of an allot-
ment garden are desirable:

a) The user can use the same
allotment during a long period.

b) A user cultivates his allot-
ment and grows the crops he
desires.

c) A user strives to improve the
soil where crops grow up.

d) A user understands the prob-
lem of repeated planting, and
so performs a crop-rotation.

e) A user fully performs weed-
ing-out management in order
not to cause problems to the
surrounding users.

4) We are aware of the potential
strong growth of weeds and think
that 30-50 m? per allotment plot is
a good size for an allotment.

4. Instruction & support
organisations for the
establishment, the spreading
and development of a

desirable allotment garden.

1) We increase the model of a good
type of allotment garden and
stimulate the organisation and
the networking.

2) Therefore, we appoint a certified
allotment garden coordinator
in each area and nominate the
specialists, who work for the
whole country. The specialist
is called an allotment garden
master. Moreover, there is also
staff ready to guide the allotment
garden coordinator.

5. The allotment garden

coordinator and the

allotment garden master

1) We have established the
allotment garden coordinator‘s
qualification. He is the leader of
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allotment gardening in his area. from different domestic places.
The allotment garden coordi- And they also perform advice
nators pass an examination on and instruction to the allotment
the allotment garden and then garden coordinators. We choose
become an allotment garden as allotment garden masters
coordinator (2005) talented people, who have been

excellent for the past year.
2) They teach a landowner (farm-

house) the method to establish Have been named allotment
an allotment garden, they teach garden masters in Japan:
the citizens how to use an allot- Mr Yohinori KASUYA
ment garden and how to garden Mr Yoshikaru MEGURIYA
on an allotment. Mr Yusuke KATO
Mrs Kasumi HIRAOKA
3) Now, there are 56 allotment Mrs Kaoru HIRAOKY
garden coordinators (Hokkaido, Mrs Yoshuo HASEGAWA
Miyagi Prefecture, Tochigi Prefec- Mr Shigeo MATSUMARA
ture, Saitama Prefecture, Tokyo, Mr Tomoyuki KUAKAWA

Chiba Prefecture, Yamanashi
Prefecture, Shizuoka Prefecture,
Osaka, Shimane Prefecture,
Ehime Prefecture, and Nagasaki
Prefecture that means12 prefec-
tures). 46 people among these
coordinators continue the present
activity.

4) We chose this year ten persons
as allotment garden masters.
They have professional expertise
about allotment gardening. They
work as advisers (lecturers) in
response to the request coming

Hyphen 5712016 22



NEWS FROM THE FEDERATIONS

News from the federations

A. NATIONAL MEETINGS

a) Belgium

1st October 2016 Genk

Congress of the Flemish federation,
organized every two years. The sub-
ject will be the ecological gardening.
All the members of the local associ-
ations will be invited. It is a form of
thanking them, a means to stimulate
the social cohesion and to enable an
exchange of ideas.

b) Finland

July 9th 2016 ‘Kohtaamispaivd’ (a
one-day Get-Together Event) for all
allotment gardeners within the Finn-
ish Federation will be arranged in
Vallila Allotment Garden in Helsinki.

c) France

Organization of courses for the exec-
utive board members and gardeners
concerning a natural gardening in
relationship with the program of the
Ministry for Ecology “ Ecophyto”. This
program aims at reducing the pesti-
cides outside the agricultural zones
by half until 2018.

22nd April 2016

A day study meeting “Allotments and
climate deregulations” with the inter-
vention of Mr Claude FIGUREAU,
botanist, Director of the Botanical
Garden in Nantes.

23rd April 2016:
General assembly

d) Germany

June 12th, 2016, in Bremen
Opening celebration of the ,Day of
the Garden®.

4th — 6th March 2016

in Bad Kissingen

Management

Subject: communication adapted to
the people addressed

22nd — 24th April 2016 in Mainz

Public relations
Subject: The basic rules for taking
digital photos

27th — 29th May 2016 in Libeck
Legal matters |,

Subject: Allotment rent agreements:
from the contents to the judicial pro-
cedure to quid the plot

24th — 26th June 2016 in Osnabriick
Gardening advice |

Subject: Harvest me — an ecological
vegetable cultivation on allotments

2nd — 4th September 2016 in Bad
Mergentheim

Subject: The increase of the ecolog-
ical and sustainable value of allot-
ment sites

23rd — 25th September in Eisenach
Gardening advice Il

Subject: Creation of community sites
including playgrounds

21st — 23rd October 2016 in Berlin
Legal matters Il

Subject: Zoning and construction
plans — their significance for allot-
ment associations

e) Japan

Seminars:

The Welfare power of an allotment
garden

With the allotment garden make a
city strong for disasters such as an
earthquake.

Meeting:

Installation of a regional federation in
the Northeast Area of the country.

f) Luxembourg
20th March 2016
National congress in Niederanven

g) Sweden

April 21st until April 24th 2016:
Nordic Garden Exhibition in Stock-
holm,

h) Switzerland
27th.May — 29th May 2016
eco Nature congress in Basel

9th September to10th September
2016

final meeting of the COST Action
TU1201 in Basel

Date to be fixed
Cost Network meeting in Biel

Date to be fixed
Biodiversity 2020

2nd November 2016
Biodiversity in the residential areas
in Bern

B. DOCUMENTS

a) Belgium

The Flemish government supports
the creation and the lay-out of allot-
ment garden parks.Call for projects
2015

Our federation again gave its com-
petent advice to authorities and as-
sociations while writing their demand
and assembling the documents for
the dossier.

Beginning of 2016 Minister Schau-
vliege approved 30 projects for al-
lotment gardens in order to support
financially the creation and lay-out
of new allotments or the extension
and/or modernisation of existing al-
lotments.

Both for the existing and new allot-
ments the main goal is the increase of
the social cohesion. The allotments
sites should be a meeting place for
different generations and cultures.
They should contribute to stimu-
late the creation of a good group or
neighbourhood dynamic. The final
goal is the autonomous management
of the site.

By this initiative Minister Schauvliege
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hopes that people will again have
contact with a healthy food, with dif-
ferent flavours. In addition gardening
constitutes an alternative form of
physical exercise and stimulates an
active life in the fresh air.

You can find more information on the
criteria and the regulation concerning
the financial support under: http://
www.ipo -online.be/Projecten/lopen-
deprojecten/Volkstuinen%20in%20
Vlaanderen/Pages/volkstuinieren.
aspx

Our federation has the heavy burden
to start the realization of all these dif-
ferent projects in spring 2015.

b) Denmark

No new documents, but all docu-
ments have been updated and mod-
ernized.

c) Finland
No documents, but launch of a new
website for the Federation

d) Germany

Weekly garden advice by dpa
Monthly garden advice on Internet
Monthly newsletter

The review “Der Fachberater”
1-4/2015

Grine Schriftenreihe no.238 - 244 in
form of a CD

Activity report 2011 — 2014

Financial report 2011 — 2014

e) Japan
Documents concerning the installa-
tion of an allotment garden master

f) Luxembourg

Review: Garden & Home: 9 issues
per year for all the members

Pocket booklet

NEWS FROM THE FEDERATIONS

C. USEFUL INFORMATION

a) Belgium

Publication in 2016 of a brochure
with approximately 30 pages con-
cerning an ecological gardening for
beginners

b) Germany

Preparation of the 4th federal con-
gress 2017 in Berlin together with the
IGA 2017

c) Finland

A working committee is set up aim-
ing at creating an Environment Pro-
gramme for the allotment gardens.

The eldest local allotment garden as-
sociation in Finland — Niihaman Ry-
hmapuutarhayhdistys — will celebrate
its 100 Anniversary.

d) Japan

Directives for the establishment and
stable management of an allotment
garden with a many sided function.
Relation of an allotment garden and
the area — Allotment garden activity
of the Chigusadai Gardening Circle.

e) Switzerland

Revision of the territorial planning
law (proposal). Lobbying of the mem-
bers of the federal Parliament 2016
- 2019

D. LAW CHANGINGS

a) Germany

1st trimestre 2015 — New issue of the
11th edition of the comment concern-
ing the federal allotment law
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ADDRESSES

COUNTRY FEDERATION ADDRESS TEL / FAX / EMAIL

Austria Tel.: 0043/1-587 07 85
Fax: 0043/1-587 07 85 30
email: zvwien@kleingaertner.at

Internet. www.kleingaertner.at

Simon-Wiesenthal-Gasse 2
A - 1020 WIEN

Zentralverband der
Kleingartner und Siedler
Osterreichs

Denmark Tel.: 0045/3 828 8750
Fax: 0045/3 828 8350
email: info@kolonihave.dk

Internet: www.kolonihave.dk

Kolonihaveforbundet

Frederikssundsvej 304 A
DK - 2700 BRONSHOJ

France Tel.: 0033/ 1-45 40 40 45
Fax: 0033/ 1-45 40 78 90
email:

directeur@jardins-familiaux.asso.fr

Fédération Nationale des Jardins
Familiaux et Collectifs

12, rue Félix Faure
F - 75015 PARIS

Great-Britain

O’Dell House/Hunters Road
GB - CORBY
Northhamptonshire NN17 5JE

Tel.: 0044/ 1536 266 576
Fax: 0044/1536 264 509
email: natsoc@nsalg.org.uk
Internet: www.nsalg.org.uk

The National Allotment Society

Luxemburg Tel.: 00 352/ 48 01 99
Fax: 00 352/40 97 98
email: liguectf@pt.lu

Internet: www.ctf.lu

Ligue Luxembourgeoise du Coin
de
Terre et du Foyer

97, rue de Bonnevoie
L - 1260 Luxembourg

The Netherlands Tel.: 0031/30 670 1331
Fax: 0031/ 30 670 0525
email: info@avvn.nl

Internet: www.avvn.nl

Algemeen Verbond van
Volkstuinders Verenigingen in
Nederland

Vogelvlinderweg 50
NL - 3544 NJ UTRECHT

Switzerland Tel.: 0041/ 71-311 27 19
email: waschaffner@bluewin.ch

Internet: www.familiengaertner.ch

Schweizer
Familiengartnerverband

Sturzeneggstr. 23
CH - 9015 ST.GALLEN
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IMPRESSUM

Office International du Coin de Terre et
des Jardins Familiaux
association sans but lucratif

Anschrift: 20, rue de Bragance, L - 1255 Luxembourg . fulli

>

The Office online: www.jardins-familiaux.org

EXECUTIVE BOARD: Wilhelm WOHATSCHEK (A);
President of the International Office and president of the executive board

Hervé BONNAVAUD (F); Peter PASCHKE (D),; Chris ZIJDEVELD (NL); members:
Jean KIEFFER (L) treasurer

Malou WEIRICH (L) secretary general

AUDITORS: Preben JACOBSEN (DK); Karen KENNY (GB); Walter SCHAFFNER (CH);

SUBSTITUTE AUDITOR: Perti LAITILA

GENERAL ASSEMBLY: The federations from Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Great-Britain,
Japan, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland;

HYPHEN is published semi-annually by the Office International du Coin de Terre et des Jardins Familiaux a.s.b.l.
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