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LEADING ARTICLE

Belgium: the volunteer

Daan Van de Vijver

Tuinhier is active in the Flemish part
of Belgium. Our organization counts
210 local associations and 23000
members. Apart from the members
on the allotment gardens we also
have members who own their own
garden. All members are united in lo-
cal associations.

The local associations are the roots
and fruits of our organization. They or-
ganize workshops, garden trips, exhi-
bitions and other group activities. On
top of that, they do a whole lot more
tasks to keep the whole association
working, e. g. they make sure there are
new members attracted to our organi-
zation and they communicate with lo-
cal partners and local governments.

All these local associations work
with volunteers, who do this as a
hobby. From time to time, mem-

bers of the local boards get older
\

or they have a shot term vision %

and as a result the activities de-
cline in amount, the members start
to leave and in the end the local
association stops.

To prevent this, Tuinhier started a
project. We made up a talent /diver-
sity-tool for local associations. The

/
J
/

goal is that every association uses
this tool every three years to check if
their board and activities are still di-
verse enough.

In our test cases we noticed that
it is good for a local board to think
about its mission. ‘Where do we put
our accents? What do we have to do,
to achieve that? What kind of talents
do we need in the board to achieve a
good quality and contentment? And
how do we connect everyone in all
their diversity?”’
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With the talent-tool we tried to bundle
all these questions.

To visualize the whole process we
used a flower.

The stem represents the organiza-
tion on a national level and the goals
they set out to achieve, and what tar-
get group they hope to reach. These
goals should be the base of the local
association.

The flower represents the local asso-
ciation. We start with the most inner
flower ‘the local goals’. What does the
local association wish to achieve?
Does it have a mission on its own?

The second flower is the task-flower.
Here the main question is:

« ‘What must the local board do to

"I achieve the local and national
goals? Will you need partners?
How will you communicate with

/" your members? What does the

annual program look like? And how
is it going to be financed? ' The local
board bends over these questions.

And last there is the talent-flow-
er. Here the board checks what tal-
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ents / skills are required to achieve the
tasks set out in the previous flower.
They might notice that they need to
attract new people in their board to
get all tasks done.

In this talent-tool we added multiple
didactical tools to discuss every flow-

er. Tuinhier also provides guidance for
the local boards to coordinate these
self-reflections.

Tuinhier thinks it is very important to
respect and acknowledge the work
volunteers put into the organization.
We try to help these volunteers with

tools like this, because without these
local boards we stand nowhere.

To end this note, we wish to thank all

our volunteers that make our organi-
zation thriving and interesting.
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The Office was represented by M.
WEIRICH at the occasion of the Day
of the Garden in Germany.

This year the Office received 9 de-
mands to grant diplomas for ecolog-
ical gardening, social activities, re-
spectively innovative projects.

These diplomas were awarded during
the closing ceremony of the interna-
tional congress in Vienna. Because
these diplomas should have both an
internal and external effect, a summa-
ry of these projects was published on
the internet and they will be presented
in detail in the next Hyphens. The pro-
jects that got a diploma can be used
for lobbying purposes.

The allotment garden association
,Ons Buiten” in Leiden (NL)

The allotment garden association
+ATV Zonnegaarde” in Den Haag
(NL)

The allotment garden association
+Moseley und District Allotment
Holders Ltd, Birmingham (GB)
The association from Feldkirchen,
near Graz (A)

The allotment garden association
,Blumenfreunde” in Vienna (A)

The allotment garden association
,De Doordouwers” in Utrecht (NL)
The allotment garden association
,De Driehoek” in Utrecht (NL)

The market commune Feldkirchen,
near Graz (A)

The allotment garden association
,Zur griinen Insel” in Bremen (D)

After the issuing of the information
brochure in Vienna, this brochure was
given to the federations for lobbying
purposes and was on request sent to
the allotment gardeners in Sankt-Gal-
len (CH) in order to be used during the
discussions to limit the closing of allot-
ment plots considered in the planning
of the extension of the university library.

The factsheets, elaborated during
the Cost study, were sent to the fed-
erations for lobbying purposes. These
factsheets can help the federations
with advice to be given to the mem-
bers, respectively with information for
the authorities.

The Office took part in the two Cost
meetings.

A. HOBBELINK, W. HEIDEMANN and
M. WEIRICH took part in the meeting
in Thessaloniki. In the workshops the
factsheets were discussed in order to
adopt a final version.

The factsheets have been translated
into several national languages. They
have been put at the disposal of the
federations in English respectively in
the existing translation. They can also
be read or downloaded under: http: /
/www.urbanallotments.eu / fact-
sheets.html.

The Cost Action was closed in Sep-
tember in Basel. Were present: A.
HOBBELINK, W. HEIDEMANN, B. and
C. ZYJDEVELD.

Several important conclusions were
drawn:

1) There is a strong need for fol-
low up. In the near future ties
between universities and the Of-
fice International may lead to a
co-ordination for bottom-up re-
searches of urban and allotment
gardens and associations.

2) Importance of allotments and
community gardens for lively
and healthy cities in the future.
This COST Action made clear that
we have to work on safeguarding
and promoting the broad diversity
of collective gardens for the com-
ing generations.

3) Professional researchers helped
to increase the visibility and val-
ues of allotment and urban gar-
dens in their broad range of di-
versity. They contributed to an
agenda for the future, and even
managed to influence politics
during their researches in order
to help allotments in their strug-
gle for existence in some cities.

4) Improved awareness of poli-
cy-makers concerning the role
and importance of urban garden-
ing for the city, the society and
the environment. A completely
new network for scientific and
other collaborations has been
created.

During the international congress R.
FOX-KAMPER presented her conclu-
sions in an impressive PowerPoint
presentation.

In August 2015 the Office was con-
tacted, as mentioned before, to take
part as a partner in a scientific study
on climate and urban green. The



members of the executive board, how-
ever, were of the opinion that the re-
quested conditions were not fulfilled
by the Office.

The demand to take part in a network
on urban planning was rejected too.

The federations were invited to take
part in a conference on urban green
infrastructures: “Panacea green infra-
structures”(16 /17 February in Essen)
and in its preparatory work so as to
make sure that the allotments will be
considered.

It is extremely important that the al-
lotment garden movement takes part
in such events in order to present its
ideas and contributions.

It is great that the German allotment
federation has positively considered
this call and will on principal present
the ideas of the allotment gardeners
in general and of the German allot-
ment gardeners in particular during
this conference.

The German speaking federations
have been informed on the fourth In-
ternational meeting concerning social
work and town planning in Basel deal-
ing among others in this context with
allotment gardens. However, no fed-
eration announced its participation.

The congress this year took place
from 17th August until 21st August in
Vienna. The subject was: “The expert
advice of the future considering sus-
tainability and responsible resource
management”.

W. HEIDEMANN gave the introductory
lecture and presented the German gar-
dening advice service. F. HAUK pre-
sented the gardening advice in Austri-
an and D. CAZANOVE the French one.
During the workshops the following
subjects were dealt with fruitfully.

1) Workshop 1: Gardening advice
considering sustainability and re-

sponsible resource management

2) Workshop 2: Gardening advice to-
day and in the future

3) Workshop 3: Guideline for estab-
lishing a gardening advice sys-
tem

The aim now is to put the conclusions
of the workshops into practice and to
give the necessary guidelines for an
up-to-date gardening advice to the
federations.

The congress was highlighted by a
message sent by Mr. J.- C. JUNCKER,
president of the European Commis-
sion, the presence of Mrs. V. REDING,
member of the European Parliament
and L. WIETOR, Director of the ad-
ministration for agricultural technical
services, as representative of the Lux-
embourgish Minister for agriculture.
Their stimulating words must help
us to continue to work constructively
over the next years in the interest of
the allotment gardeners, society and
nature.

W. WOHATSCHEK could inform the
congress that the discussions he had
together with M. WEIRICH with the
Luxembourgish Minister of agriculture
had been positive and that the Office
subsidy could, even in this econom-
ically difficult period, be increased.
Hearty thanks go to the Luxembour-
gish government for the support over
all the past years.

Once more a very hearty thank you
has to be addressed to the Austrian
federation for the extraordinary con-
gress, the excellent organization, the
hospitality, the good discussions, the
indescribable program and festivities
and the unforgettable days in Vienna.

The Office took part in the meetings
organised for the non-governmental
organisations.

It was underlined that the NGOs have
to play an increasingly important role
in order to help avoid /reduce inequal-
ities and to help preserve the autono-
my of the most fragile.

Many allotment associations already
have innovative projects for elderly
people (shared sheds / plots; help of-
fered; cooperation with elderly peo-
ple’'s homes ...) and for refugees / mi-
grants (voluntary work on sites,
education ...)

There are many ways to act. The al-
lotment movement has to seize them
and help to propose solutions to re-
duce the effects of these problems.

This year, the Office could present five
examples of allotment activities in the
area of inclusive towns (a better living
together in a multicultural society) for
the European Week for Local Democ-
racy and these projects were put on-
line on the homepage of the Council
of Europe. This is a good publicity for
the allotment gardeners and shows
both authorities and society the nu-
merous efforts made by the allotment
gardeners in the social area, especial-
ly for the harmonious living together
of all the citizens.

The Council of Europe, however, asked
that these projects should be even
more highlighted during the Europe-
an Week for Local Democracy (10th
until 16th October). It was decid-
ed to award a certificate to the con-
cerned associations underlining that
the project is a best practice example
of the activities organised by the al-
lotment gardeners in the social area
and to stimulate more associations
to do similar projects. The certificate
should be awarded during the Europe-
an Week for Local Democracy to the
association under the best publicity
conditions.

In 2017 the projects for the Europe-
an Week for Local Democracy should
be fixed already in March, so that the
concerned associations can organize



a good publicity event during the Euro-
pean Week for Local Democracy.

A meeting took place between H.
BONNAVAUD, M. WEIRICH and the
representatives of commissioner
VELLA on December 15th 2015. The
Office representatives could present
the allotment garden movement and
underline its strengths and the mul-
ti-functionality of the allotments.

The Commission representatives
were impressed by this multi-func-
tionality.

The Commission representatives in-
formed that Commissioner VELLA's
staff is preparing a frame-work docu-
ment concerning the green infrastruc-
tures. Spaces outside the Nature 2000

areas are mainly concerned.

It was acknowledged that the Europe-
an Union cannot issue legislation in
this area, but needs the support of the
national States. The European Union
can only give stimulation and try to im-
prove the transposition of the frame-
work document.

H. BONNAVAUD and M. WEIRICH
asked the allotments to be consid-
ered /included in this framework doc-
ument /policy.

It has to be checked if the document
in elaboration in Germany concerning
the integration of allotments in the ur-
ban green areas can be “internation-
alised” and given to the European
Commission in order to influence the
elaboration of the guidelines concern-

ing the urban green infrastructures
and to integrate the allotment gardens
in this green urban infrastructures.

The German, respectively the English
federation have contacts with the al-
lotment gardeners in South Korea.
They transmitted the coordinates of
the Office to the latter so that they
could, if they wish, take up contact
with the Office.

The Office regularly gives information
on allotment gardens to students and
the press.

Luxembourg, December 2016
The executive board



DIPLOMAS

The allotment association
“Am Kienberg” in Berlin (D)
received the diploma for
ecological gardening

The “Am Kienberg” allotment garden
site was developed between 1983
and 1985 in the wake of East Ger-
many’s largest construction project
of new accommodations in the Ber-
lin-Marzahn district, and was man-
aged thanks to help from a number
of organisations.

The allotment garden area belongs to
the “Am Kienberg” allotment garden
association, which has around 400
members. The area covers around 10
hectares and includes 260 allotments.
The average size of an allotment is
between 350 to 450 m2. Before 1990
(the year that Germany reunited), rais-
ing small animals was not only author-
ised but required in order to use the
garden, a rule that still exists today.

In recent years, the association’s gar-
deners firmly decided to proceed with
a way of gardening on their allotments
that does not use any toxic products.
This practice is not only the subject of
strong communication from the asso-
ciation’s executive board and very ac-
tive specialist gardening advisors but
is also encouraged through the means
of tangible projects.

Over the last three years, the number

of fruit trees planted in the allotment
garden association’s communal are-
as reached around 200 ancient spe-
cies of indigenous fruit trees. Now
some 300 such species decorate the
allotment garden site’s paths and
squares, of which a good number at-
tract bees.

The allotment garden association and
the members of the “Marzahn-Hellers-
dorf” community college invite local
residents to take part in pruning les-
sons for the fruit trees. In this way
the association’s training activities in
nature and environment matters are
shared with the Berlin population.

In the meantime, three of the allot-
ment garden association’s members
have become beekeepers. They sup-
port the association’s other garden-
ers, and also other private amateur
gardeners for the natural pollination
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of fruit trees. Thanks to this, harvests
have improved considerably.

The “Am Kienberg” allotment garden
site actively supports the activities of
the NABU (the German federation for
the protection of nature), in its survey
of the diversity of birds in the area.

The use of peat for gardening has
been stopped. Educational nature
trails, aromatic herb gardens and a
number of nesting boxes have been
set up along the allotment garden’s
central walkways. And humans have
not been forgotten: you can rest on
one of the numerous benches in-
stalled all over the park.

The allotment garden association’s

development is, in many ways, exem-
plary.
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Britta Gussander from Gubbéangen

The Swedish Allotment Federation
has an environmental certification
program that our member allotment
associations can choose to follow.
The environmental certification pro-
gram gives the allotment associations
a tool, an educational guide for envi-
ronmental work. The program focus-
es on sustainable / organic gardening,
but also includes other environmental
aspects such as transportation, mate-
rials, energy etc.

There are more than 30 allotment as-
sociations that have become certi-
fied since the program started in the
early 2000s. The environmental cer-
tification is constructed so that the
allotment association can achieve
certifications on 4 different levels;
basic /mandatory, bronze, silver and
gold. To become qualified, all allot-
ment owners in the association need
to fulfill the requirements needed,
such as no use of chemical fertiliza-
tion. To reach the basic /mandatory
level can be a process over 2-5 years.
Then the association can improve its
work and fulfill more requirements
and reach the next level and so on. A
certification is valid for 3 years, then
the association need to re-apply for
the same or the next level to maintain
their certification.

So far, only two associations have
reached the Gold-level; Bjorkhagen
and Gubbangen in Stockholm. The
former received a diploma for their
environmental work from the Office
International a number of years ago.
Now the federation applied for a diplo-
ma for the Allotment association Gub-

bangen for their environmental work
over so many years. The diploma was
given to the association in Copenha-
gen on 27th August 2017.

Gubbéngen started their environmen-
tal work in 2001, right when the Swed-
ish Federation’s environmental certifi-
cation program started. They reached
the basic level in 2006, and after pass-
ing through the bronze and silver lev-
els, they reached gold in 2015.

This means that they fulfill a num-
ber of requirements, such as: every
allotment holder has his own com-
post. They use neither pesticides nor
chemical fertilizers. The association
has a gardening advisor (trained in
the Swedish Allotment Federation’s
course for advisors), and a study or-
ganizer. Half of the allotment garden-
ers use crop rotation. The association
has a meadow that is maintained by
using a scythe and a lot of traditional
plants, bird's houses and bee hives.
There is no electricity in the area and
the machines use environmental fuel.
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Lena Israelsson and Tao Karlsson
from Pepper & Pumpkin

This diploma valuates a network of al-
lotment holders in Stockholm called
“Pepper & Pumpkin”, for their great
work in bringing allotment holders
together and organizing inspiring ac-
tivities to the benefit of not only allot-
ment holders, but also to the general
public, politicians and the allotment
garden movement.

Pepper & Pumpkin started in 2007-
2008 when the allotment leases in
Stockholm were being renegotiated
and the city wanted to change many
of the terms to the worse. This caused
a group of allotment holders to get to-
gether to organize a harvest market in
2008 where allotment holders from all
over Stockholm sold vegetables and
flowers. There were also a number of
other activities such as a café, a scare-
crow competition and a show with mu-
sic and singing. A number of allotment
holders with roots in other countries,
talked about the vegetables they grew
and how they used them. This was the
starting point of the “the Allotment
Chefs”, today a well-known group that
participates every year in the Swedish
Allotment Federation’s stand at the big
Garden Fair in Stockholm.

The aim of the harvest market was to
alert politicians about the importance
of allotment areas and that the allot-
ment garden movement in Stockholm is
strong. The Harvest festival was a suc-

cess and so was their mission, as the
terms of the lease contracts were not
changed in any dramatic way in the end.

Until 2015 Pepper & Pumpkin had a
Harvest festival every year, in different
locations as this event kept growing
in popularity. During this time the net-
work expanded as more and more al-
lotment holders, but also other urban
gardeners joined. The market had the
same concept with a mix of harvest
market and different activities related
to gardening.

Last year they choose to organize an
activity in the spring instead, a large
garden market /garage sale where
the visitors could buy garden furni-
ture, tools, pots, plants, seed, food and
even garden gnomes. Even though it
rained that day, lots of visitors came
and everything was sold out within
three hours.

Every year in February Pepper &
Pumpkin also organizes what they
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call “Froruset”, the Seed race in Eng-
lish. During this event allotment hold-
ers and other gardeners swap seeds
and exchange gardening knowledge.
There is always a number of lectures
related to seeds and gardening. This
year a woman talked about a call for
collecting seeds for Syria and about
gardening in refugee camps.

Pepper & Pumpkin has also had ac-
tivities such as “Test allotment life”,
where they encourage allotment as-
sociations to open up to the neigh-
bourhood and to invite people to try
allotment gardening.

Through all of these activities they
have brought allotment holders from

various allotment associations to-
gether and they have marketed allot-
ment gardens and allotment garden-
ing to the general public.

Lena Israelsson, author and garden
journalist, and Monika Langlet are
two of the founders and front figures
of Pepper & Pumpkin.
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Malou Weirich, secretary general of the Infernational Office

Since its foundation the International
Office has functioned under the lead-
ership of its president. The main mis-
sion, however, has been assumed by
the secretary general. The latter has
been an element of stability and con-
tinuity, especially after 1947, when
the international presidents changed
every two years.

The executive board, unifying all the
affiliated members, met several times
a year. This executive board com-
plied with all the obligations that are
required of an association /federa-
tion i. e. the adoption of the activity
report, the financial report, the draft
budget etc. The executive board was
the body, which today is called gen-
eral assembly. The misleading term
of the “executive board” existing be-
tween 1927 and 1993 caused some
problems and led to the temporary
disaffiliation of the Danish federation.

In 1988 a first amendment of the stat-
utes took place. A bureau was created
consisting of the international presi-
dent, his predecessor (past president)
and the vice-president. The aim was
to guarantee a certain continuity and
to cooperate more efficiently with the
general secretariat.

In order to be able to realise its mani-
fold missions and to take up contacts
with the international organisations, a
fundamental amendment of the stat-
utes was adopted in 1993 changing

the “de facto” association into a non
for profit organisation. The Office bod-
ies were renamed and their functions
described in great detail. The Office
was registered with the Registry of
firms in Luxembourg.

In 1999 the statutes were once more
amended in order to take certain re-
alities into consideration. From 2002
onwards, the congresses were only
to be organised every third year and
so all the related articles had to be
changed (for example the term of the
mandate of the international presi-
dent). The number of the members
of the executive board was increased
from four to five.

On the grounds that the congresses
were only to take place every third
year one had to add a study session
to the organisation of the seminars.
So alternatively had to be organised a
congress followed by a seminar and
then a study session.

The federations always tried to con-
solidate and increase their contacts
with the European Union. So in 2004
another amendment of the statutes
was voted. The aims of the Office
were widened in order to better un-
derline the activities of the allotment
movement in the environment area
and so to be able to be recognised
as an environment protection organi-
sation. Additionally, in the framework
of these contacts with the European
Union, it was decided to add to the
name of the International Office the

term “Regroupment of European allot-
ment garden federations”.

The amendment of the statutes in
2004 also created the possibility to
conclude partnership and associative
agreements. Following to this an as-
sociative agreement could be signed
with the Japanese allotment garden-
ers in 2007.

A last small amendment of the stat-
utes was voted in 2008.

During the study session in Copenha-
gen in 2017 the subject concerning the
future of the International Office was
discussed. In order to shape the fu-
ture ourselves and not to be surprised
by it, many steps were proposed that
should now be put into practice: better
communication, increase of visibility,
lobbying, conclusion of partnerships,
networking, increased efficiency and a
better participation of all through the
preparation of subjects in workgroups
and the reshaping of the meetings etc.

In order to favour a good functioning
of the international cooperation, a sol-
idarity fund was created in 1989. The
aim thereof was to enable the small
federations, situated far away from
Luxembourg, the meeting place of
the statutory assembly, to attend this
meeting.

The rules were applied in a flexible
way so that the federations could also
take part either in a congress, seminar
or study session or that one could re-
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act to specific problems. The text was
adapted and reformulated and then
adopted on March 6th, 2016.

Since 1988 the exchange between
federations has been supported by
the regular publication of a magazine
“the Hyphen” in German, French and
English. One has to underline that be-
tween 1936 and 1938, the Office al-
ready issued a magazine in German,
French, English and Italian.

In order to allow contacts with inter-
national organisations and especially
with the UNESCO, Malou Weirich was
appointed substitute secretary gener-
al in 1980. After her designation as
secretary general in 1987 contacts
with the European Union and the
Council of Europe were established.
This cooperation will be described in
a subsequent article.

The number of affiliated federations
fluctuated a little bit after 1987. For a
short time the Danish federation left
the Office and the English federation
was only represented in the Office by
one single region. The Polish, Czech
and Slovakian federations participat-
ed for a more or less long time in the
work of the Office after their affiliation
at the occasion of the congress in The
Hague respectively in Dresden.

The Japanese federation became
member of the International Office in
2015.

Not only internally by the discussed
subjects and the amendments of its
statutes, but also externally the Of-
fice had more and more to underline
that it was a union of several million
allotment gardeners. This happened
in several different ways.

The Austrian federation offered a flag
unifying in a symbolic way the flags of
the different member federations on a
common flag to the Office at the oc-
casion of the international congress
in Vienna in 1955. Unfortunately, af-
ter the congress in Lyon in 2005 at

the occasion of the transmission of
the presidency to Poland, the Office
flag was lost. In a very generous ges-
ture the Austrian federation offered a
new flag to the Office, which was pre-
sented at the occasion of the inter-
national congress in Copenhagen in
2011. One has to underline that this
Office flag shows on one side an exact
copy of the original flag and that on
the back side appears the new Office
logo. So, both the past and the future
are unified on one flag in a very sym-
bolic way.

At the occasion of the 50th anniver-
sary of the Office in Birmingham in
1976 the English federation offered
the presidential chain to the Office.

Following the suggestion of the
French, and then of the Austrian fed-
eration, the Office got a logo showing
on one hand the main elements of the
allotment movement: a tree (garden)
and a house (shed) in the middle of
a circle. This circle with the stars on
the other hand underlines that we are
a European regroupment.

One has, however, also to emphasize
that the tree grows out of the circle,
so documenting the possibility, for
example, of opening up as far as the
subjects dealt with are concerned, to
grow bigger, to go beyond our limits
and to accept new members. This ac-
cording to the motto: “Faithful to the
past and responsible for the future”.

All this, however, was not sufficient.

A federation cannot develop without
taking into consideration its histo-
ry. So in 2001 at the occasion of its
75th anniversary the Office received
a reprint of the foundation protocol
offered by the German federation un-
der president Ingo Kleist.

The German allotment museum pub-
lished two brochures documenting
the Office’s history from 1927 until
1946 and from 1947 until 1990. A
third brochure (from 1991 until today)

is in the making.

To create external signs and knowing
one’s history are important facts, but
this is still not enough. The work of the
movement has to be perceived both
on an internal and external level.

In 1990, following the suggestion
of the Norwegian president Anker
Hansen, a European Day of the Gar-
den was created. The aim of this cel-
ebration was to sensitise the Europe-
an population, the authorities and the
media to the idea that gardens are a
natural living space and a stimulator
for relations between people. It should
also awaken the awareness of the
multi-functionality of the garden.

At the end of the 1990s the Office
went online. An Office homepage was
created. It was several times adapted
by the Austrian federation. It is regu-
larly updated according to the saying:
“Do good things and speak of them”,
in order to make people know what
is happening in the Office and in the
affiliated federations. A new step was
taken in 2017 with the presence of the
Office on Facebook.

In 2012 following the wish of the dele-
gates an Internet forum for the Office
was created by the Austrian federa-
tion in order to allow a more effective
and quick exchange between the fed-
erations. Some federations tried with-
out success to fill this Internet forum
with life.

In 2016 at the occasion of the gener-
al assembly in Vienna it was decided
to try once more to make the Inter-
net Forum work. Thus an exchange
platform for gardening advisers was
added. A network of the national gar-
dening advisers should allow, by reg-
ular exchanges, to get all the relevant
information in order to give the best
possible advice to all allotment gar-
deners.

The same aim is pursued by the pub-
lication of information brochures and
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by an information flyer. The Office in-
formation brochure was published in
a third edition in 2016. It is important
to underline that in this third edition
the presentation of the national fed-
erations takes three specific subjects
into consideration i. e. which servic-
es are offered to the members? With
whom do the federations cooperate in
order to unify forces and to represent
themselves better towards the exteri-
or and which innovative projects are
realised in order to make the move-
ment fit for the future?

Besides the diplomas for ecological
gardening and social activities, which
have already been mentioned, a diplo-
ma for innovative projects was creat-
ed.

Since 1994 a golden Rose can be
granted to people and authorities that
support the Office or the national fed-
erations in an exceptional way.

Finally at the occasion of the inter-
national congress in Utrecht in 2014
national publicity films /PowerPoint
presentations were worked out in or-
der to best document the value of the
allotments towards the exterior.

Besides the statutory and external
measures with PR effect, the Office
also has worked out many documents
and started activities underlining the
values and the efforts made by the al-
lotment gardeners in various areas.

These services offered to their mem-
bers moreover have a PR effect to-
wards the authorities and the public.

Without pretending to be exhaustive
following documents can be men-
tioned, which were adopted addition-
ally to congress resolutions and mes-
sages:

Vademecum for the realisation
of soil analyses on allotment
gardens: a contribution to more
green and a natural environment
in European cities (at the occa-
sion of a hearing in the European
Parliament)

Allotments and urban green pol-
icies
Allotments in Europe

Allotments and sustainable devel-
opment

Memorandum adopted by the Of-
fice for the European concept of
urban development (EUREK)

Allotments and urban environment

Allotments and town planning
(guidelines)

The social function of allotments
Allotments and sports
Agenda 21 and allotments

Memorandum at the occasion of
the International Year of Water

Memorandum for the Day of the
United Nations against violence

Memorandum for the govern-
ments, the European Union and
the Council of Europe for an ideal
and material support

Suggestions for the meeting of
the Head of Governments in Vien-
na — October 1993

Considerations on the situation
and development of the allotment
movement in Europe

Charter for the International Office
du Coin de Terre et des Jardins
Familiaux expressing the self-per-
ception, its tasks and goals as a
European association of allotment
gardeners

Additionally, the Office took part, to-
gether with representatives from
national federations, in a scientific
study i. e. The Cost action: “Urban al-
lotments in European cities”. The aim
of this study was to analyse all the
forms of urban gardening. It had to be
acknowledged that at the beginning of
the study the scientists often had only
little knowledge about the allotment
movement. The work over four years
helped to change the situation and to
ban different clichés.

Of course the confrontation of ideas
between the representatives of the al-
lotment movement and the scientists
allowed the allotment representatives
to question themselves and so to con-
sider positive and future orientated
steps.

The conclusion of this participation
is that it is necessary to cooperate in
such events and the allotment move-
ment has also in the future to regularly
take part in scientific studies.

Since 2014 the Office, together with
the national federations, has been
taking part in the campaign against
pesticides. Since 2015 the Office has
been member of the platform in Lux-
embourg.

To be continued
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ACTUALITY THEME

The services offered
by the Luxembourgish
allotment federation to

its members
Martine Mergen,

president of the Luxembourgish allotment federation

Our allotment federation works in a
country where the price of the land
has reached a never known height.
Therefore, it is of utmost importance
for us to manage the available land,
SN = ; be it privately owned, in community
we- i oy m_;;ﬁ;_,-l_' A S gardens or on allotment sites in a best
S possible way. To work the ground with
care and in a sustainable way is im-
portant in order to still pass on still
sufficient gardening land to the follow-
ing generations. We offer our members
and sections:
Since 1993 the allotment federation  * Courses on gardening
has been a state recognized environ-
ment protection organization and pub-

A list of legal experts for consulta-

lishes articles on a sustainable land tion and lectures

management in its newspaper “Gaart

& Heem”(garden and home). ° 9 issues per year our review
We have numerous partner organiza- ,2Gaart an Heem" with a popular
tions in the nature conservation and exchange market for allotment
organic farming area and we are also gardeners

involved in the discussions about a
sustainable land use.

A yearly bi-lingual pocket booklet
dealing with a specific topic of in-

Our name is: Ligue Luxembourgeoise terest for the allotment gardeners
du Coin de Terre et du Foyer (Gaart an in cooperation with our ministries
Heem-Luxembourgish /federation for and administrations

allotments and home)
° We act as agents to provide insur-
Number of members: 20.063 ances for allotment garden sites

Structure: central federation with 111 * We have an interactive, flexible
associations and very popular website www.
ctf.lu

Foundation: 1928
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Text and Photos Ulrica Flodin Furds
Translation Karl-Erik Finnman

They are effectively digging in the
loamy soil; turning the clods in the
planting beds at the same time as
they every now and then exchange a
word or two with each other.

They have been farming here since
May 2016, but it isnt until now, in the
autumn, that they know enough Swed-
ish to be able to talk to each other.

It is amazing, exclaims Lena Israels-
son. Last week when we met, was the
first time they started to talk to each
other. Earlier they had not been able
to communicate with each other since
only a few of them shared a common
language. They speak Persian, Arabi-
an, Farsi and Dari.

They are asylum seeking refugees that
came to Sweden last autumn from dif-

ferent countries. Mahmoud Beisayah
with his son Maitham and the rest of
his family came from Ahvaz near the
Iraqi border in Iran. Hamit and Yonis
Mousavi both came from Gazny in
Afghanistan, but with totally different
backgrounds. Hamit was studying at
the university. Yonis started farming
when he was very young. Lena asks
if he has called his parents and told
them how he is doing right now.

No, says Yonis, they do not have a
telephone.

He has not been able to contact them
since he escaped Afghanistan, so they
don’t even know if he is alive. The area
where he comes from does not even
have street addresses.

Hamit, who has five brothers and
a sister, is the oldest (among the

brood). His mother is alive but his fa-
ther is dead. Now they all live at the
asylum sanctuary at Great Skondal
Foundation, together with approxi-
mately 100 other refugees seeking
asylum in Sweden.

Allotments existed here before, and
the foundation had been consider-
ing putting them in use for the refu-
gees, but it was not until this spring
that the possibility arouse. Lena took
charge of the allotments together with
Stefan Dahlén and since May they all
have been meeting at the allotment at
least once a week to grow vegetables.
There are often six or seven people
that come together each week.

Hamit, Mahmoud, Yonis and the other
growers at the allotment have been
gardening since their youth. They have
great knowledge of farming, which un-
fortunately does not always work in
the colder Swedish climate. There is
a lot to learn. Lena and Stefan explain
that they themselves have been learn-
ing much about farming in Afghani-
stan and Iran. This exchange gave
them new ideas and insights. Some
of the tools are also different; For ex-
ample: The shovels in the Middle East
have longer /taller shafts than their
Swedish equivalents.

Shovels are something they have had
to use quite a lot. The soil of the plot,
they were supposed to cultivate, was
covered with grass and weeds. The
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efforts to remove it were heavy work,
but today the beds are completed and
the harvest is starting.

Next year the soil will be much better,
Lena tells them.

They are harvesting Kale that is to
be sold at the Restaurant Kalf och
Hansen. Next weekend they will have
a “Harvest Home" at the allotment,
and they also will harvest Kale for that

occasion. Some garlic has already
been planted to be ready to meet the
next season’s demands.

The Growers at Great Skondal has be-
come a tightly knitted bunch. Despite
their differences in tongue they have
become friends. To work with the soil,
to sow, to harvest and to care for the
cultivation is stressful, but rewarding
for the mind.

ACTUALITY THEME

Since Kolonitradgarden magazine vis-
ited Great Skondal in September, we
have been informed that the asylum
sanctuary is to be shut down.

While this article was being printed,
Mahmoud and his son Maitham and
the rest of the families from the sanc-
tuary had already moved to Hallstavik.

One wonders who harvested the garlic
they planted.
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INFORMATION FROM THE FEDERATIONS

The 4th federal allotment
garden congress focuses
on the future of the German
allotment movement

Peter Paschke,

President of the German allotment federation
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The allotment gardeners met in
the center of Berlin near the
television tower

On 18th and 19th May 2017 represent-
atives from the 20 national allotment
federations, politicians, representa-
tives from the communal authorities,
representatives from high schools,
town planners, landscape architects

as well as students discussed the
future development of the allotment
movement in Germany.

It was a congress where the partic-
ipants were not only there to listen
to speakers, but to actively take part.
In three workshops the participants
could voice their opinions.

Under the topic: “the future develop-
ment of the allotment movement in
Germany” different subjects were dis-
cussed like for example the high de-
mand for allotments in city centres,
the rise in empty plots on sites in rural
areas as well as the subject concern-
ing the recognition of ecologically im-
proved allotments as compensation
grounds.

Many of the future challenges could
be much more easily solved if the
town planners and politicians would
consider in this context the positive
development of allotment grounds tai-
lored to suit the real needs. Especially
the debate concerning “environment
equity” for all town quarters could be
solved thanks to the allotment move-
ment. Also the changing of the ex-
isting allotment sites into sites with
more public green areas or changing
allotment sites into allotment parks
could constitute possible alternatives
for the continuation of the allotment

movement. An absolute necessity for
this is that the programs concerning
the financial support of urban plan-

3 |

Peter Paschke, president of the
German allotment federation opened
the congress

Representatives from the national
federations and the local authorities
as well as town planners etc. took
part in the 4th federal congress

L - :
Politicians discuss the issues
concerning the allotment movement
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Oliver Wachter (center) discusses with Michael Gro8 (SPD),
Caren Lay (DIE LINKE), Christina Kiihn (Biindnis 90/Die Griinen)
and Gitta Connemann (CDU/CSU).

ning measures explicitly stipulate
a further development of allotment
sites tailored to meet the real needs.
Also the federal government is focus-
ing on the future development of the
allotment movement. In the project
“Changing allotments” it will react to
new allotment garden formats.

Meanwhile a call for a research pro-
gram has been issued. The project
should end by November 2018. The re-

search project “Changing allotments-
innovations for concentrated areas”
should conduct a survey throughout
Germany of new aspects for the al-
lotment movement and its future de-
velopment in order to meet the high
demand for allotment plots. This re-
search project is already a first result
of the 4th German allotment garden
congress having specifically dealt
with this subject. We are curious to
find out which result will be present-

ed to us by end of 2018 and how its
practical transposition will take place.

We need innovative thoughts in order
to develop the urban green - especial-
ly in the allotment movement.

One can broadly estimate that the 4th
federal allotment congress, organised
by the federal German federation, has
fully reached its aims. Impulses have
been generated by the participants
both it in the plenary session and in
the three work groups, where the dif-
ferent subjects concerning the future
development of the allotment move-
ment were discussed and the results
could be directly discussed with poli-
ticians belonging to the German par-
ties represented in the German Parlia-
ment. With a brochure presenting the
conclusions of the 4th federal allot-
ment congress we want to continue
the debates especially with the com-
munal authorities and the planning of-
fices in order to win them over for our
concerns.
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The era in which allotment gardens
and allotment parks in the Nether-
lands had the reputation of offering
little in terms of biodiversity, and in-
deed were in fact bastions where
chemical pesticides were sprayed
freely and artificial fertilisers widely
used, is fortunately far behind us. One
of the most important reasons for the
turnaround may well be the introduc-
tion in 1996 of a project entitled the
National Quality Mark Natural Garden-
ing. All the publicity this project gen-
erated has helped bring about a men-
tality and behaviour change among
allotment gardeners, in favour of na-
ture-friendly gardening. The cherry on
the cake is that today, almost 40 al-
lotment parks throughout the coun-
try proudly sport the National Quality
Mark Natural Gardening. A further five
expect to be qualified within the fore-
seeable future.

The National Quality Mark Natural
Gardening is a project initially fo-
cused on allotment parks, but
in which environmental
centres and school gar-
dens can also partici-
pate. Over a two-year
period, the group in
question is offered in-

tensive supervision to bring about na-
ture-friendly layout, management and
maintenance processes. The garden
is not permitted to run wild, and the in-
tention is not to create areas in which
nature is offered free rein. All users
must be able to continue to identify
with and feel comfortable in the al-
lotment park.

The objective is for a group of enthu-
siasts within the association to take
the lead and, based on advice from
counsellors supplied by the AVVN, to
launch projects aimed at boosting the
natural value of the allotment park.
The art lies in encouraging as many
members as possible to participate,
with ideas and activities. Support and
motivation are boosted by practical
meetings and workshops on a whole
range of potential subjects. Popular
ideas include building stacked walls,
creating a frog pool, willow weaving
and creating nest boxes.

The advice is aimed solely at the
communal green areas of the
allotment park. No one is
obliged to introduce natu-
ral gardening practices in
their own allotment, and no
one needs feel threatened.

It is however heart warming to note
that as time goes by, many allotment
gardeners are inspired to experiment
in their own allotment with the exam-
ples they have seen in the communal
green areas. We are convinced that
more can be achieved on this volun-
tary basis than if we were to make nat-
ural gardening compulsory.

At the start of the programme, advi-
sors from the project organisation
make an initial inventory of the po-
tential natural value of all elements in
the allotment park. Attention is also
focused on environmental protection
and internal and external communica-
tion and education. On that basis, rec-
ommendations are issued that have
to be implemented by the participat-
ing association, within a period of 2
years. At the end of the programme,
a second inventory is carried out to
determine whether sufficient numbers
of targets have been achieved. If so,
the association is awarded a Label
in the form of a shield. The logo is a
ladybird which depending on the re-
sults achieved has 1, 2, 3 or 4 spots.
After no more than 4 years, the allot-
ment park must be reassessed, and
the outcome can lead to a rise or fall
in the number of ladybird spots. It is

2]



far more common for more spots to
be awarded following re-evaluation.

The programme has been in place for
20 years, and we are delighted to ob-
serve that indigenous — sometimes
threatened and protected — fauna
is thriving at the participating allot-
ment parks. This is above all thanks
to the huge upsurge in the number of
indigenous flowers, plants and herbs
that serve as a source of food, nest-
ing sites and shelter for animals. We
have also seen a huge rise in the num-
ber of typically cultivated plants that
offer added natural value. These in-

clude garden plants that supply nec-
tar, shrubs with edible berries and pol-
len-producing trees.

When the project was launched, we
set ourselves a number of clear ob-
jectives. First to generate — natural -
added value at allotment gardens,
improving their legal certainty and in-
creasing their continued right to exist.
Secondly, natural gardening strength-
ens the embedding of the allotment
park in civil society, and improves the
image of allotment gardening. Local
residents recognise the park as an
ideal habitat for plants and animals

and for themselves - be it for a walk
in nature or for meetings aimed at na-
ture education. Thirdly, participation in
the project establishes close ties and
even a sense of brotherhood within
the allotment association. The mem-
bers join forces in working towards a
praiseworthy objective: more nature
in an urban environment. That indeed
leads naturally to the fourth objec-
tive: the National Quality Mark Natu-
ral Gardening is quite simply good for
nature and the environment, and helps
improve overall health.
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INFORMATION FROM THE FEDERATIONS

It is important to take care

of the soail
Karen KENNY,

former president of the NSAGL

Our very lives depend on the soil. Al-
most everything we need comes from
a combination of the living soil, rainfall
and sunshine.

Whether we are vegan, vegetarian
or omnivores most of our food orig-
inates from the soil. The animals
eaten are mostly ruminants, who, of
course, gain their nutrients from the
plants they eat. The clothes we wear,
cotton, wool, leather, silk even many
man-made fibres are by-products of
the soil. The houses we live in often
are timber framed, have clay bricks
and are plastered with gypsum etc.
| could continue. Yet over the recent
decades we have thoroughly abused
this living entity which we owe our
very existence to. So let us now en-
sure that we and future generations
understand and care for the living soil.

The fertility of soil depends on the
health, vitality and diversity of the or-
ganisms that live, grow, reproduce and
die in the soil as well as through the
activities of soil microbes, which can

number billions in each gram of fertile
topsoil. To improve the fertility of your
soil you must provide hospitable con-
ditions for the soil organisms.

Soil health and humus are intercon-
nected. Health is the vitality of the
soil’'s living population and humus is
the manifestation of their activities
produced as they consume organ-
ic matter in the soil. Humus, a dark
brown, porous, spongy, gummy sub-
stance with a pleasant ‘earthy’ fra-
grance keeps your soil healthy, easy
to work and holds water and nutrients.
It is this humus that gives your soil its
good structure and allows your plants
to grow.

Half the volume of good soil is the
pore space i.e the area between each
particle where air and water can pene-
trate. The pore space ideally contains
equal volumes of air and water which
cling to the surface of the soil parti-
cles. Thus the humus is vital to the
structure of the soil. For no matter
how many nutrients are contained in

soil, if there is not a good structure
then the plants will not thrive.

It is these pore spaces that roots pen-
etrate and access nutrients dissolved
in the water taken up through the tiny
root hairs.

The key to a successful balance of
nutrients is to follow nature’s law of
growth and decay leading to recycling
of nutrients and the creation of a good
fertile soil through the actions of the
living organisms contained in the soil.
It is important to actively encourage
the increase of these organisms by
feeding the soil.

How? With decaying organic matter
taken down by the worms into the soil
to share with all the other organisms
residing there.

The worms secrete the sticky gums
that hold the soil particles together.
Adding lots of organic matter and
working the soil when it is not too
wet are ways to promote and main-
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tain a good soil structure. Walking or
working wet soil can destroy the soil
aggregates and ruin the soil structure.

Worms are the workers of the soil
taking down the food for them and
sharing it with all the important mi-
croscopic creatures to recycle it into
available (water soluble) nutrients and
humus. In so doing they also create

aeration channels and drainage chan-
nels as they go about their business.
Worms will tell you how fertile your
soil is. The more worms the better the
soil fertility.

This is a general guidance to a healthy
soil. Your soil will depend on its basic
make up which you must determine
and then take steps to improve the ph

and the structure.

Remember always that the key to all
life is to maintain a healthy balance.
It is important caring for the earth,
which cares for all its creatures and
enables the life of all to thrive, for we
are all interdependent on the bounty
of the living soil. Let us not destroy its
fine balance with the greed of man.
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